Orchard Sunday -
January 10, 2010

Worldviews and
Evangelism




Schedule

- 12:15 - 12:45 - Lunch

- Get In groups and Fill in the Blank In
your group:

- “The one thing people need most to
help solve the world’s problems is

+12:45 - 1:15 - TALK by Jim

- 115 - 1:30 - Q&A

- 1:30 — 2:00 - Discussion in small
groups

- 2:00 Go Home, or help Clean up




LUNCH QUESTIONS

- lce Breaker - If you were marooned
on a Deserted Island, who would
you want with you? (NOT your
spouse, sig. other)

- Topical Question — The one thing
people need most to help solve the
world’s problems is
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Challenges in Evangelism

* “\Wow, where does that question come
from? And how do | answer it?”

* “Are you kidding? It says the
OPPOSITEY




An Example — Ancient Tablet
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Example — Ancient Tablet

e Conclusions:
* “This should shake our basic view of
Christianity,” — Israel Knohl, Hebrew
University

« “Some Christians will find it shocking — a
challenge to the uniqueness of their
theology — while others will be comforted
by the idea of It being a traditional part of
Judaism,” — Daniel Boyarin, UC Berkeley




Example — Ancient Tablet

« Huh? What's happening here?

o Different Assumptions about:
* The reality or role of prophecy
 The implications of the existence of pre-
existing stories and traditions for the veracity
of the Bible

e Different Worldviews




What i1s a Worldview?

* The set of Beliefs and Assumptions we
make about “How the World works”

e Worldview defines and drives:

» What we value
» How we think and analyze situations
» How we act

 EVERYONE HAS A COMPLETE
WORLDVIEW, EVEN |IF THEY CAN'T
ENUNCIATE IT CLEARLY




Why Does it Matter for
Evangelism?

 If we can’t agree on a set of basic
assumptions about how the world works,
(or at least understand each other’s) we
can’'t have a coherent conversation.




What 1s in a Worldview?




A Worldview Answers the
following Questions:

What exists?

How did it get here?

How do | know things?

Who is God (if there is one)?

What Is the nature and purpose of Man?
How do | deal with (concepts of)
evil/pain?

What is of ultimate value?




How do they get to these

ANnswers?
Postulates:

1.something taken as self-evident or assumed
without proof as a basis for reasoning

2.a fundamental principle

3.a necessary condition; prerequisite

\ 4

Faith Statements




What Makes a Postulate “Valid”

Three tests:

1.Reason — Law of Non-Contradiction

2.Experience — Factually validated

3.Liveability — You can and do live consistently
within it




Reason — Law of Non-

~ Contradiction
Something cannot be “A” and “non-A" at

the same time and in the same
relationship

1.NOT a complete simple-minded refutation of
“Both/And” In favor of “either/or”. Christianity is
replete with “Both/And”

e Christis BOTH fully God AND fully human
« Godis BOTH Sovereign AND Just when

A

he holds man responsible ! 8

Emmanuel




Law of Non-Contradiction

 Necessary for any statement to be
meaningful at all

e Implies that, overall, your worldview

should be internally consistent in how it
explains ALL of life




TEST 2 — EXperience

* Your worldview should be able to explain
how the world actually works

 The “evidence” that supports your

Postulates should be consistent with
them

e Occam’s Razor




TEST 3 - Liveability /7 Conscience

* You have to be able to live consistently
with the logical conclusions of your
worldview

 Behavior, Morality, Ethics, etc..




How do different worldviews

answer these guestions?




What Exists?




How did It get here?

e Self-Existent

 Created by Something Self-Existent




How do | know things?
Sensory Input / Experience
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“i Revelation (if you believe in Spiritual)

}';”"Feeling” / Personal inherent knowledge




Who 1s God (if there I1s one)?

None / Me Pantheistic Theistic fup

No supreme  God is in all Personal,
being above things. separate

others Non-personal being
(Or humanism
SEVARUEREE
ultimate)




How do | deal with (concepts of)
evil and pain?

humanist

Good and evil There Is God allows or
don’'t really nothing really creates it for

exist apart ultimately evil some end
frommy  orgood. Allis

personal

definition




What iIs the purpose of man?

humanist

Nothing To become To glorify or
transcendent fully one with  serve God
OR the god
Self-
actualization
(as you define

it)




What 1s of ultimate value?

humanist

“Stuff” Unity of all God
OR things

Humans




What about this

Postmodernism?
 Postmodernism says “There are no

Absolutes”, “Truth Is relative”

e Violates law of non-Contradiction

 Functionally, leads to “picking and
choosing,” and underlying assumptions of:

 Materialism
 Knowledge through Feeling/ Personal

iInherent knowledge




How do | deal with all this?




Know Your Own Worldview

Secret Service Example

Can you answer all of these questions
concisely, clearly and consistently?

Learn the great doctrines of the Faith

Study Systematic Theology / Confessions /
Foundations / Institutes

Study the Bible — NOT VERSES!

Read whole books first (and second)




Challenge Yourself, especially In
what you know best

All your education comes from people
with a worldview — mostly non-Christian

Listen to Christian “non-experts”

Examples

Doctors and “healthy behavior”

~inanciers and “Invisible Hand”, “Free markets”
_awyers and the “adversarial process”

Parents and “happiness”




Two Ears, One Mouth
Spend time listening and asking questions,
less time “arguing” or “proving” Jesus

You'll never argue someone into believing your
postulates. That's the Spirit’s work

f you can easily dismiss a World Religion, you
naven’t understood it

Most people today are not “orthodox” followers of
their faith/worldview. Ask questions to clarify
where they stand and why — to you and to them

Share the Christian worldview with them
155

Use redutio ad absurdum (Prov. 26:5, ROM 6) Eepa




Find Common Ground - if you

can

Once you agree on a set of Postulates, start
building up each of your worldviews
together and see whose makes more sense
according the three tests

If you can’t agree on postulates, drop It.

Don’t “cast pearls before pigs” Mt. 7.6

Know when to “answer not a fool according to
nis folly, lest you be like him yourself” Pr. 26:4

“Shake the dust from your feet” Mt. 10:14




Questions?




Discussion Questions

Given what you've heard today, would you
change the answer to “what the world needs is

"2 Why?

Discuss a conversation you had with someone
else where differences in your worldviews had
you “talking past each other.”

Does thinking about all this stuff really matter?

W
W

this stuff better?

Ny or why not?

nat are you going to do next to understand




